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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Protocol Additional to the Agreement
Between the United States of America and the International Atomic Energy
Agency for the Application of Safeguards in the United States of America
March 17, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

This letter submits additions and deletions to
the list of sites, facilities, locations, and activities
in the United States declared in 2009 to the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) un-
der the Protocol Additional to the Agreement
between the United States of America and the
International Atomic Energy Agency for the
Application of Safeguards in the United States
of America, with Annexes, signed at Vienna on
June 12, 1998 (the “U.S.-IAEA Additional Pro-
tocol”). This letter constitutes the report and
notifications required by section 272 of Public
Law 109–401 and the resolution of advice and
consent to ratification of the United States Sen-
ate of March 31, 2004. Further, I hereby certify
that:

(1) each site, location, facility, and activity
included in the list has been examined by
each agency with national security equi-
ties with respect to such site, location, fa-
cility, or activity;
(2) appropriate measures have been taken
to ensure that information of direct na-
tional security significance will not be
compromised at any such site, location, fa-
cility, or activity in connection with an
IAEA inspection; and
(3) any additions to the lists of locations
within the United States that are provided
to the IAEA pursuant to Article 2.a.(i), Ar-
ticle 2.a.(iv), Article 2.a.(v), Article
2.a.(vi)(a), Article 2.a.(vii), Article

2.a.(viii), and Article 2.b.(i) of the U.S.-
IAEA Additional Protocol will not ad-
versely affect the national security of the
United States.

None of the deletions to the list of locations
that was previously declared to the IAEA pur-
suant to Article 2.a.(i), Article 2.a.(iv), Article
2.a.(v), Article 2.a.(vi)(a), Article 2.a.(vii), Arti-
cle 2.a.(viii), and Article 2.b.(i) of the U.S.-
IAEA Additional Protocol were due to such lo-
cations having direct national security signifi-
cance.

The IAEA classification of the enclosed dec-
laration is “Highly Confidential Safeguards Sen-
sitive.” The United States regards this informa-
tion as “Sensitive but Unclassified.” Under Pub-
lic Law 109–401, information reported to, or
otherwise acquired by, the United States Gov-
ernment under this title or under the U.S.-
IAEA Additional Protocol shall be exempt from
disclosure under section 552 of title 5, United
States Code. Therefore, none of the enclosed
documents should be printed, published, post-
ed on any website, or otherwise made publicly
available.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Shamrock Presentation Ceremony With
Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland
March 17, 2010

President Obama. Good evening, everybody.
Welcome to St. Patrick’s Day at the White
House, on a day when springtime is in the air.
And this is—even though Taoiseach hasn’t even

shared his shamrocks yet, but we can fill—we
can feel spring coming.

Before I say anything else, let me just say that
I could not have a better partner in a difficult
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job than the Vice President of the United
States, Joe Biden. And he does a great job
each and every day. And I couldn’t have a bet-
ter partner in life than the First Lady of the
United States, Michelle Obama.

Welcome back, Mr. Prime Minister, First
Lady. We are thrilled to have you.

The Irish and Irish Americans are out in
force tonight. We’ve—I believe, if I’m not
mistaken, that Supreme Court Justice Antho-
ny Kennedy is here. A couple of my Cabinet
Secretaries are here as well: Secretary of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebel-
ius and Secretary of Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano. I would love to acknowledge all
the Members of Congress who are here to-
night, but there are a few dozen of you, includ-
ing three or four Murphys, so—[laugh-
ter]—yes. Right? There’s one right there.
[Laughter] Man, you’re everywhere. [Laugh-
ter]

Governor Martin O’Malley, who’s been
known to be the lead in an Irish rock band;
Governor Bob McDonnell is here, of the great
Commonwealth of Virginia; and Mayor Tom
Menino shipped down from Boston; my dear
friend, the United States Ambassador to Ire-
land, and the person who is singly responsible
for converting the entire country to become
Steelers fans, Dan Rooney; and his counter-
part, the Irish Ambassador to the United
States, Michael Collins. So welcome, every-
body.

This has been a wonderful day filled with
good reminders of just how deeply woven the
ties between our two countries are. We wel-
comed back a friend, the Taoiseach. He and I
remarked once again of our shared ties to
County Offaly. He was born there, and when I
was running for President, it was brought to
my attention that—and I want to make sure I
get this straight—it was my great-great-great-
great-grandfather on my mother’s side who
hailed from Moneygall. I wish I knew about
this when I was running in Chicago. [Laugh-
ter]

I also had the pleasure of welcoming back
First Minister Peter Robinson and Deputy
First Minister Martin McGuinness of North-
ern Ireland, two men who have stood together

with conviction to chart a historic path towards
peace. They are here tonight. We were think-
ing about sending them up to Congress tomor-
row—[laughter]—to see if they can share
some of their secrets. [Laughter]

I also just met with Andrew Sens and Briga-
dier General—I want to make sure I get this
right—Tauno Nieminen, who, because of
their successful leadership, are winding down
the work of the Independent Commission on
Decommissioning after 12 years, and Matt
Baggott, the Chief Constable of the Police
Services of Northern Ireland, whose fairness
and impartiality is keeping the peace across all
of Northern Ireland’s communities. So thank
you.

Now, 12 years ago, America was inspired by
the brave men and women who found the
courage to see past the scars of a troubled past
so that their children would know a better fu-
ture. And we are watching you and continue to
be inspired by your extraordinary work.

Now, it’s wonderful to have everybody here
at the White House tonight. During his last
visit, the Taoiseach mentioned that the Irish
Diaspora is some 70 million strong, which is
obviously impressive for a small island. And it’s
even more impressive that they all find their
way to America for St. Patrick’s Day. [Laugh-
ter] I can make that joke as somebody of Irish
heritage. [Laughter]

I should mention, by the way, that I—we
were discussing this with my mayor from Chi-
cago, Mayor Daley, and I told him that I had
this Irish heritage. And he said that he had, ac-
tually, Kenyan blood in him also. And
so—[laughter].

It just goes to show that in recent decades,
it has become cool to be Irish. [Laughter] It’s
the phenomenon that the Irish poet—and Joe
Biden’s favorite poet—Seamus Heaney once
described in stunned fashion as “the manifes-
tation of sheer, bloody genius—Ireland is
chic.” [Laughter]

And obviously, we know, though, that that
wasn’t always the case. After centuries of op-
pression, the Irish began coming to America,
even before America had been won. And many
came with no family, no friends, no money,
nothing to sustain their voyage but faith: faith
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in the Almighty, faith in a better life over the
horizon, and faith that in America, you can
make it if you try.

And in the wake of a great hunger, that mi-
gration intensified. And the Irish carved out a
place for themselves in our Nation’s story.
America and Ireland, our brawn and blood, side
by side in the making and remaking of this Na-
tion, pulling it westward, pushing it skyward,
moving it forward, even if it was a nation that
was not always as welcoming as it could be.

But with hard work and toughness and loyal-
ty and faith, the Irish persevered. And in the
process, they secured the future for generations
of Irish Americans, free to live their lives as they
will, and today free to argue openly and proudly
about who’s more Irish than whom. [Laughter]

So it can be easy to forget that there was a
time when “No Irish Need Apply”—particularly
when it was half a century ago this year that
John F. Kennedy walked through the doors of
this house as the first Irish-Catholic President
of the United States.

Now, one person who never forgot this histo-
ry, someone who frequently recalled his grand-
father’s vivid stories of those days, who through
his office window could see the Boston Harbor
steps where his eight Irish grandparents first set
foot in America, was the President’s younger
brother and our dear friend, Ted Kennedy.

He knew, as we do, that our Nation is infi-
nitely richer for not only the contributions of
the Irish throughout history, but the contribu-
tions of people from around the world. That’s
why I’m pleased that there’s bipartisan progress
being made in an area that I know was close to
his big heart, and that’s fixing our broken immi-
gration system. And that’s why my own commit-
ment to comprehensive immigration reform re-
mains unwavering.

In this and every other battle for progress,
Ted was a tireless warrior. And I know that we
could use him this week. [Laughter] I am so
glad that we’re joined tonight by his wife Vicki,
his daughter Kara, his son Congressman Patrick
Kennedy, and his sister-in-law Ethel Kennedy,
as well as a whole bunch of nieces and nephews.
Please give them a big round of applause.

Both of our nations are down one friend, a
champion, and a peacemaker. But it wouldn’t
be an Irish mourning without some undercur-
rent of joy. And so while Teddy’s laughter may
not shake the walls of this house tonight, as it
did so many times over the past half-century,
ours will not be diminished. While his singing
may not fill these rooms, I suspect that won’t
stop some of you from trying. [Laughter] You
don’t have to try, though; that’s why we brought
in the entertainment. [Laughter]

This is rightly a day for celebration and good
cheer between America and one of her oldest
friends, and it’s a partnership that extends to
our earliest days as a Republic. So before I turn
it over to the Taoiseach, let me leave you with
all the words from those early days that speak to
why this has been such a incredible relationship
between our two countries. These are words
spoken by the Father of our Country, George
Washington:

“When our friendless standards were first
unfurled, who were the strangers who first mus-
tered around our staff? And when it reeled in
the light, who more brilliantly sustained it than
Erin’s generous sons? Ireland, thou friend of
my country in my country’s most friendless
days, much injured, much enduring land, ac-
cept this poor tribute from one who esteems thy
worth, and mourns thy desolation. May the God
of Heaven, in His justice and mercy, grant thee
more prosperous fortunes, and in His own time,
cause the Sun of Freedom to shed its benign ra-
diance on the Emerald Isle.”

To all of you from near and far and over all
the years and tests ahead, may America and Ire-
land forever brilliantly sustain one another’s
sons and daughters.

And with that, to our guest, the Taoiseach of
Ireland, on behalf of the American people, we
want to thank you for your presence here. We
are proud to call you a friend this day and every
day. And we are looking forward to planting this
little piece of Ireland in the garden here in the
White House.

So happy St. Patrick’s Day, everybody. I’d
like to introduce the Taoiseach, the Prime Min-
ister of Ireland, Brian Cowen.
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[At this point, Prime Minister Cowen made
brief remarks, concluding as follows.]

Prime Minister Cowen. And of course, Mr.
President, when the Irish are finished looking
after your entertainment needs—[laugh-
ter]—Padraig Harrington, who also joins us to-
night, can help you with your golf game.

President Obama. All right. Yo, I need help.
There he is. I need some tips.

[Prime Minister Cowen made further remarks
and presented the bowl of shamrocks.]

President Obama. Wonderful. Thank you.
This is beautiful. This is wonderful. Beautiful.
Thank you so much. And I think in addition to
all the fertilizer we put down, this will bring
good luck to the garden. [Laughter] Thank you
very much. That is lovely. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Cowen. You’re welcome.
President Obama. Very good. Yes.
So I want to thank everybody for being

here. I want you to have a wonderful

time—not that I need to tell you that. If any-
body wants pictures taken, Patrick Leahy is
here. [Laughter] He always has a camera.
[Laughter]

Have a wonderful time. Happy St. Patrick’s
Day, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:47 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mary Cowen, wife of
Prime Minister Cowen; Gov. Martin J. O’Mal-
ley of Maryland; U.S. diplomat Andrew D.
Sens and Brig. Gen. Tauno Nieminen of the
Finnish Defense Forces, in their capacity as
members of the Independent International
Commission on Decommissioning; and Mayor
Richard M. Daley of Chicago. Prime Minister
Cowen referred to professional golfer Padraig
Harrington. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 18, and
it also included the remarks of Vice President
Joe Biden, who introduced the President, and
Prime Minister Cowen.

Remarks on Signing the Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment Act
March 18, 2010

Good morning, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, on this beautiful morning, we are
here to mark the passage of a welcome piece
of legislation for our fellow Americans who are
seeking work in this difficult economy. But
first, let me say a few words about the latest
development in the debate over health insur-
ance reform. I don’t know if you guys have
been hearing, but there’s been a big debate
going on here.

This morning a new analysis from the Con-
gressional Budget Office concludes that the
reform we seek would bring $1.3 trillion in
deficit reduction over the next two decades.
That makes this legislation the most significant
effort to reduce deficits since the Balanced
Budget Act in the 1990s. And this is but one
virtue of a reform that will bring new account-
ability to the insurance industry and greater
economic security to all Americans. So I urge
every Member of Congress to consider this as

they prepare for their important vote this
weekend.

And I want to welcome all the Members of
Congress who are here, those who are on
stage—Madam Speaker, Majority Leader
Reid—as well as some of my Cabinet mem-
bers who are here.

In a few moments, I’ll sign what’s called the
HIRE Act, a jobs bill that will encourage busi-
nesses to hire and help put Americans back to
work. And I’d like to say a few words about
what this jobs bill will mean for workers, for
businesses, and for America’s economic recov-
ery.

There are a number of ways to look at an
economic recovery. Through the eyes of an
economist, you look at the different stages of
recovery. You look at whether an economy has
begun to grow, at whether businesses have be-
gun to hire temporary workers or increase the
hours of existing workers. You look at whether
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